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CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 
 

Corporal punishment, as a measure of correction or of maintaining discipline and order in 
schools, is permitted. However, it shall be used only when all other alternative means of 
discipline have failed, and then only in reasonable form and upon the recommendation of the 
principal. If found necessary, it should be administered preferably by the principal in the 
presence of the teacher.  It should never be inflicted in the presence of other pupils, nor without 
a witness. 
 
Corporal punishment shall be administered only by swatting the buttocks with a paddle. When 
it becomes necessary to use corporal punishment, it shall be administered so that there can be 
no chance of bodily injury or harm. Striking a student on the head or face is not permitted. 
 
The teacher or principal shall submit a report to the superintendent, explaining the reason for 
the use of corporal punishment as well as the details of the administration of the same. 
 
A staff member may, however, use reasonable physical force against a student without advance 
notice to the principal, if it is essential for self-defense, the preservation of order, or for the 
protection of other persons or the property of the school district. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

Adopted:    September 16, 1996 
 
Legal Refs:   §§ 160.261, 171.011, 563.061, RSMo 
 
Aurora R-VIII School District, Aurora, Missouri 
 
Comment:    This sample policy is for districts that permit corporal punishment as a  
                     disciplinary measure.  The Safe Schools Act mandates that districts have a 
                     policy in this area. 
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